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MOBILE Annual Highlights 2024

High-impact publications
Year 2 of the MOBILE Center saw several publications in prestigious outlets. We have reached key milestones while refining
our analytical and theoretical research framework:

e  Special issue: Legal Infrastructures — a flagship publication for MOBILE and our first major joint output outlining the
center’s conceptual framework together with leading international colleagues. Published in the German Law
Journal, currently ranked number one in the world for ‘International Law’ as well as ‘European Law’ by both Google
Scholar and the W&L Law Journal Ranking, the special issue presents a number of case studies spanning a variety of
themes and jurisdictions.

e  Monograph: Good Judgment — based on her large-scale studies of free movement judgments, MOBILE co-PI Urska
Sadl offers a broadly applicable new framework and theory for context-conscious decision-making by the European
Court of Justice. The volume is out with Hart — a leading publishing house in law.

e 22 articles, several in prestigious journals — for example, postdoc Sarah Scott Ford, “Not just new wine in old bottles:
Seeing refugee law and human rights as entangles regimes” published in the International Journal Constitutional
Law and assistant professor Lucia Lopez Zurita, “Spoonful of Sugar — Deference at the Court of Justice” published in
the Journal of Common Market Studies. Both articles showing how broad-based empirical legal research can yield
new theoretical insights.

Building international networks

In September, MOBILE held its first global flagship conference. The conference was dedicated to bringing together
international scholars working on global mobility law as a way to consolidate the field and lay the groundwork for future
collaborations. The conference was not only the largest international event to date on this issue, but, reflecting its theme,
also managed to bring together a highly diverse group of scholars covering 24 different nationalities, including many
participants from the Global South. As such, it provided a rare opportunity for networking amongst scholars who have
previously not been able to meet in person. It also laid the groundwork for several follow-up projects, including two regional
workshops in Ghana and Brazil, and three forthcoming special issues based on presentations at the conference.

In June we also hosted the workshop, Empirical Legal Studies in EU Law. Bringing together world-leading empirical legal
scholars from Europe, the United States, and Israel, this event both enriched MOBILE’s empirical agenda and framed broader
discussions on the aims and future of empirical legal research in EU law.

Societal impact

In 2024, MOBILE’s director, Thomas Gammeltoft-Hansen, OFFICIA
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migration. The conference included interventions from i S -

ministers from 16 countries in Europe, the Middle East and
Africa, including the Danish Prime Minister, as well as
heads of international organisations and leading
international scholars. As such, the conference provided a

unigue opportunity for injecting research-based dialogue
into otherwise state-led policy processes. In the aftermath of

The Copenhagen Migration Conference, 6 May 2024

the conference, we received several invitations from

international policymakers to discuss our research, including at a closed session with the German State Secretary for the
Ministry of the Interior, and a visit to MOBILE by a delegation from the Swiss parliament. Thomas Gammeltoft-Hansen was
also part of a group of academics granted permission to submit a so-called third-party intervention to the European Court
of Human Rights in relation to a pending Grand Chamber case concerning border procedures.




