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Annual Highlights 2025

Building Data Foundations for Studying Global Mobility Law

A key ambition of MOBILE is to build better and more diverse datasets, and to make these openly available as durable public
resources and platforms for research collaboration. This past year, we have developed five novel datasets:

* The Freemove Dataset (v.d.Baaren) provides global coverage of international free movement regimes (1992-2024),
enabling scholars and policymakers to compare treaty provisions, institutional structures, and policy shifts over time.
Complementing this is the Dual Citizenship Dataset, tracking dual citizenship regulations across 200 states (1960-2022),
offering unique opportunities for analysing political and legal dynamics of citizenship/belonging worldwide.

* The European Court of Justice Dataset (Sadl) provides a unique empirical foundation for studying free movement. It is the
world’s first legal dataset to systematically code 3,776 judgments issued since 1952. The level of detail enables nuanced
interdisciplinary and temporal analyses of law and institutional practices.

* The Senegal Migration Court Dataset (Scott Ford & Faye) compiles previously
inaccessible case documents on how courts handle smuggling, trafficking, and
emigration cases, shedding new light on the judicial processes in West Africa
and allowing future comparative work across regional legal systems.

* The Deportation Adjudication Dataset (Lamé) provides an exhaustive, multi-

variable collection of more than 150.000 deportation judgements (2022-26)
from French lower courts. It allows empirical analysis of the role played by law

and everyday judicial decision-making in European deportation practices.
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Publication Highlights
2025 saw a number of publications theoretically and empirically unfolding MOBILE’s core themes
and regional focal points. On citizenship, Luuk v.d. Baaren explored current trends of citizenship
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stripping and citizenship by investment, and Amalie Weinrich produced the first comparison of
regional citizenship initiatives between West Africa and Asia. On free movement, Urska Sadl

published a dataset paper on European court decisions and Amalie Weinrich an article on informal
practices of free movement in West Africa. On asylum, Maya Hertz and Asta Jarlner authored an
experimental study on credibility assessments and Sarah Scott Ford an article on recent practices
of revoking refugee status. In terms of theory-building, William Byrne and Thomas Gammeltoft-

- Hansen led a think piece to reframe international law through a mobile ontology. Last, but not
!B least, Sarah Scott Ford published her monograph, Entangled Asylum in the Nordic Region (Bristol

UP), innovatively using the concept of legal entanglement to explain how different legal regimes
Book cover: Entangled

Asylum in the Nordic continually shape one another through the daily work of legal practitioners and institutions.

From Basic Research to Policy and Innovation

In 2025 MOBILE’s research fed into several high-level policy initiatives, from UN reports and discussions, to legal advice for
national authorities. Center director, Thomas Gammeltoft-Hansen, contributed to two third-party interventions to pending
cases before the European Court of Human Rights and the Supreme Court of the United States. Morten Broberg convened a
seminar on behavioural economics and legal nudging, bringing together several Danish public agencies and key international
scholars. MOBILE moreover co-convened two seminars with world-leading privacy expert, Daniel Solove, on the impact of Al
on privacy rights, and with the 2026 Turing Award winner Charles Bennett, on academic-civic collaboration. Last, but not least,
Christian Prener obtained seed funding for a legal tech innovation project that aims to radically speed up international
recruitment and help Danish companies navigate the complexities of Danish immigration law.




