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Highlights 2017 

ICON-S 2017 Conference 

On July 5-7, iCourts hosted the annual ICON-S conference titled “Courts, Power and Public Law”. 
The conference is a large event linked to the flagship journal International Journal of Constitutional 
Law, and it covers all aspects related to transnational public law. As hosts, we managed to influence 
the general theme of the conference, using ideas derived from iCourts’ renewed research plan (2018-
2022). With close to 1000 participants it was the largest logistical challenge in the history of iCourts. 
In addition to the many scholars attending, the conference also included as keynote speakers judges, 
practitioners and NGO leaders, which allowed for a broader dissemination of research results. The 
event has undoubtedly further consolidated the position of iCourts as a key global hub for research 
related to courts, power and public law.  

External Funding  

In 2017, iCourts received a total of 38,394.955 DKK from different sources of funding. In addition 
to the 28 million DKK granted by the DNRF for the extension of iCourts, the centre received an 
additional 10 million DKK from a host of private and public foundations, including the Danish 
National Research Foundation, the Danish Elite Research Prize, the EU Marie Curie Programme, 
Dreyer’s Foundation, Knud Højgaard’s Foundation and many others. The total sum includes smaller 
amounts for full or partial coverage of conferences (for instance ICON-S mentioned above), grants 
for individual projects. While iCourts is obviously a well-funded centre, these additional funds are 
nevertheless important both for the development of research and individual careers.  

Research Outreach 

As preparation for Denmark taking over the chairmanship of the Council of Europe’ Committee of 
Ministers in November 2017, iCourts has been highly active in organising public events related to 
questions regarding the European Court of Human Rights, the key institution of the Council of 
Europe. For example in September 2017 we held a conference titled ‘The Future of the Human Rights 
System?’, which was organised in collaboration with Kammeradvokaten (the Legal Advisor to the 
Danish Government) and the Ministry of Justice. The speakers included the Minister of Justice, the 
President of the Danish Supreme Court, the Danish judge at the European Court of Human rights as 
well as leading academics. This event created by far the greatest media attention in the history of the 
centre, both at the conference and subsequently in numerous interviews in Danish and international 
newspapers and radio. This has continued ever since with other public conferences and a steady 
stream of media appearances.  




