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Annual Highlights 
2 successful PhD students: Rasmus Vangshardt & Lauren Stokeld 
In the beginning of 2020 PhD fellow Rasmus Vangshardt (SDU) was awarded the Danish Ministry of Higher 
Education’s Elite Research Travel grant of 200.000 DKK. The grant is designed to help talented PhD 
students perform longer-term studies in the best research environments. Vangshardt had longer research 
visits in Oxford and in Heidelberg in 2020 and submitted his PhD February 2021. 

Another successful CML PhD fellow in 2020 was Lauren Stokeld (York). She defended her thesis: An 
Interdisciplinary Historical Semantic Study of the Old English Word Burh in December with outstanding praise. In her 
thesis Stokeld explored all recorded uses of ‘burh’ in Old English. A new methodology was developed for this 
project, both to handle the 3730 total instances of the word and also to create a productive bridge between 
linguistic study and other disciplines, especially archaeology. It is hoped that future interdisciplinary historical 
semantic studies may use this methodology as a blueprint. 
 

Monographs by former CML postdocs Dale Kedwards & Henry Bainton 
Dale Kedwards (postdoctoral researcher at CML SDU 2016-2018) published his monograph The Mappae 
Mundi of Medieval Iceland (D.S. Brewer) in September 2020. In this Kedwards examines the medieval 
Icelandic maps of the world which have so far has received little critical attention.  

Henry Bainton who was a postdoctoral researcher at CML SDU at the same time as Kedwards published 
History and the Written Word: Documents, Literacy, and Language in the Age of the Angevins. Bainton argues in his book 
that members of an administrative elite demonstrated their mastery of the rules of literate political behavior 
by producing and consuming history writing and its documents. Bainton has been employed at CML SDU 
once more as an assistant professor from February 2021.   

 

Textbook by Christian Høgel & Saer El-Jaichhi on Arabic philosophy 
It is well-known that there was a strong philosophical activity in the medieval Arabic world, but the material 
– texts, thoughts – may be hard to get by, not least outside research circles. A new publication tries to make 
up for that. Entitled Arabisk filosofi and co-authored by Saer El-Jaichi and Christian Høgel, this book offers – 
we believe – the first introduction ever to Arabic philosophy intended for high-school pupils. Published 
through, and supervised by, the Danish press Systime, which specializes in pedagogical material for schools 
and high schools, the book complies with the basic requirements for teaching material in philosophy at 
Danish high schools: the basic texts are all translated extracts from the original works by philosophers. The 
book therefore offers text samples from famous Arabic philosophers such as al-Farabi, Ibn Sina/Avicenna, 
and Ibn Rushd/Averroes, each presented through short introductions, and with questions at the end that can 
work as starting points for discussions in classrooms or elsewhere.  
 

2 new grants: NetMAR & Carlsberg Infrastructure grant 
In 2020 CML (with Lars Boje Mortensen as PI) became a twinning partner with the Centre for Medieval 
Studies (ZeMas) at the University of Bamberg (UNI BA) and the University of Cyprus (UCY) and its newly-
created Centre for Medieval Arts & Rituals (CeMAR) to form a new, international Network for Medieval 
Arts and Rituals (NetMAR). This EU funded project begins in January 2021. The focus of the network is on 
cross-disciplinary studies of medieval arts and rituals. 

In the autumn Aglae Pizzone and Christian Høgel were awarded a Carlsberg infrastructure grant 
(788,574 DKK) for the project “Infrastructure for multi- and hyperspectral image acquisition”. This project 
will launch the creation a state-of-the art customized infrastructure in both Multi-and Hyper Spectral 
Imaging to support the growing research on medieval literature and manuscripts at SDU. The project results 
from an interdisciplinary synergy between the Department of History, CML, SDU library and the SDU 
Centre for Photonics Engineering.  




